' MINers

" 70% are still on strike - said

Arther Stmwrgill on a recent 1.V

interview.

Mmisinformation Despite the N. C.B

'planned campaign of misinformatio.n

- end suppression of the facts of the
‘8trike, the Miners remain solid in

- their resolve not to allow the
strike to be broken. ‘they reject
totally the constant pressure by

. the medis to force them to accept

" Pit Closures on Lconomic Groumds,
which in effect, allows the N.C.B.
1o decide unilaterally and without
consultation with the N.U.M. the

| future of a pit. ( The N. C.B. econ

omists would decide)

It is in effect a strategy which g’
gives total control to the N.C.B.
end bring ebout the end to the role
of the N.,U.M. in effectively
protecting members interests. i.e.
whe destruction of the nN.U.M.

Falsification Casmpaign ‘'he Boards
- falsifieation cempaign is ‘wearing
thin, when they quote figures of
Miners returning to work which do
not add up. Out of 196,0ca member
. ship of the L UM. , l40.000 are
on strike ( N.,U.M. figures). So
5€.000 are working. This is not one .-
third of the total membership as the
wedia recently claimed had returned

to wark.

The Cost of the strike is becomming
an embarrassment to the Government '
i.e. £5,000m, which emounts to £i00
rer man, woman and child in the whole
country. Coal is now costing £250
prer tonne where previcusly, under
normgl conditions it cost £40 to £100
per tomne. Yhese extra costs sre caus
ed through policing, scab wages and
bribes, expensive oil. Foriegn media
report how the strike is causing the
£ to develue but here in the U.K. its
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its fall in value is attributed
10 the dollar. Again more misin
formation. The Govermment is currek
ently having to find an extra £30@
million per month to rescue the 7
pound. In this way Thatcher is
steadily creating an economic
noose for her Govermment. A

NodAo,Co,0eD.Se The Miners safety unh

union is up in arms as & result
of Thatchers recent statement on
the box to impose the precon
dition on the current talk: of
insisting a closure of pits on
uneconomic grounds, because this
directly contravenes their own :
agreement with the N.C.B., and
they are prepesred to take what
ever action they see as necessary
to " protect the present existing
agreements". They refuse to co-
operate in Pit Closures.

Links At the recent "Open Forum
of the Lerft" (Jan 29), Ken
Selway ( S.Wales N.U.M.) said
"This last I1lmonths has been one
of the most exciting pe.iods of
my life".

The strike has been a period wheh
1inks between people ( which .-
were hitherto unknown) have

been forged. Confidence emong
the strikers and supporters

- to act to change the conditions 2
' in which they are living has (contd)

the role of the media in

cannot be won,

will their supporters o
fight this tide of des
truction this Govermment
has launched uron us,

neading Miners Support
Group. February 85

Feb. 12th Dance
Bands, Paradise
|Club 8-Late

1£2, £1 unwaged.

WITCH
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REMEMBER . . .

Switching on at 6pm
creates a daily peak of
electricity demand and
means that coal-fired
power stations operating
at a low level — or those
in mothballs until winter
— have to be brought into
operation. That eats still
further into coal stocks.

big enough switch-on
would create an elec-

tering massive support for

the strike. - . .
Switch on at six every

day. Cookers, toasters,

©@ @ ©® ® ©® ® DOOOOOOOOOO0O

grown. And those invovled in
this struggle have been made welL
and truly eware of the real face
of the Thatcher govermment and

ing them in their campaign to
impose upon this country anti-
popular, enti-humanitarian

Industry, G.C.H.Q., Public Trang
port, Arms Industry, G.L.

These policies refiect only the
interests of & few, the Monetar#!s

the Miners will not accept
defeat, but will go on as

It is also possible that a -

tricitv blackout. regis- °

back
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T.G.W.U. Office
Thursdays 7.30pm

Feb. 26th Dance

Bands ,Paradise

¢lub, 8-Late
£2, £1 unwaged.

E,Eht 23rd A‘U-EOW.. P
umble Sale Z2pm.lOp
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irons, stoves. electric hea-
ters. all use large
amounts of electricity.

“Just change your pat-
tern so that at 6pm each
evening you use the ap-

pliances, and, if possible, _

keep going to 6.30pm.

s But the major point to
remember 1is simple:

Switch On at Six EACH
DAY :

And pass this message
on to six other sympa-
* thetic people. . .0 -

- @ It is also important to
flush toilets at 6 p.m. This

helps to activate sewage—

umps which are very,
eavy users of electricity.

®



RED RAG is Readings only ncwsrpaper and is produced

fortnightly by a collective of volunteers. It is
free and can be picked up at any of the outlets
listed below, or even delivered to your door by a
dedicated distributor. Phone Guy on 669562 for this.
It is financed entirely by readers donations, but
the odd paviny ad. ic also taien (£7 / L,aye or 212
s rage). There is a standiny order Ioru somavhere

in this issue, 30 vou pay the.
have a kank account. :
lost of the material is not written by the Fed Rag
collective, and views expressed are not necessarily
the same as ours..We usually print anything sent in
proViding it is not racist, . sexist or supportive of

an aonpressive religion, or horiny. Poems stand little
chance of getting in, but we'll try to pass them on

to someone who can publish then elsewhere. If you

can type, articles should ke typed single spaced

and 12cm. wide, then send cogy to Box 79, Lcorn
bookshop, 17 Chatham St., Reading by the Thursday
before production

wainless way if you

Collective meetings are held every 6 weeks, all are
welcome to come and contribute. The next meeting is
on Sun 24th. Feb 4pm. in the Top Flat, 117 Kendrick

Load

WARNING
A=

Because of problems with the computer which produces
the Red Rag distribution list, there is a danger that
we will not be able to distribute the next issue to
all the usual addresses. If this happens, we will
distribute to outlets only, SO you will have t? pick
up your copy of the Rag from one of the following
places: :

Acorn Bookshop, Chatham St
Central Club, London St
Centre for the Unemgloyed, East St

Elephant Groceries and Off-licence, Derby St
Eurofoods, Crown Colonnade, Cemetery Junction

 Fairview Community Centre, George st

ine Food Stores, 168 oxford- Rd
Gill Newsagent, Caversham Rd
Harrison's Newsagent, Caversham R4
Harvest Wholefoods, Harris A{cade, Friar St
Jelly's Stores, Whitley st 5
Kan's Kitchen, London Rd
Ken's Shop, Students Union, whiteknights
Ling's Chinesé Fish Bar, Wokingham R4
Listen Records, Butts pentre .
Mo's Place, London St
Music Market, Union St
NumPer Sixty, Christchurch Green .
Pop Records, King's Rd
Rag Doll, London St ‘
Reading Wholefoods, London R4
Sugar Bowl, Wokingham R4
Sutherlangs, Erleigh Rd
Tech College, King's Rd
UB Cycles, London St

"~ 'WORKERS’
COOPERATIVES

-Save jobs and create more
=Are owned by their members
-Give them control over their jobs
=Are rooted in the local community

-Specialist skills
-Resources

~-Advice
=Support

A COOPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY

3 25
OPEN MEETING 7-30
TUES FEB 19th

Reading Centre for the Unemployed,
4-6 East Street,Reading
tel, 596639

SPEAKERS

)John Goodman,Coventry Coop
Development Agency

) Worker from GLEB™
Coops Development Unit
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On the principle-that the Cabaret at Reading's Most
xclusive Nite Spot (where you can hear the trains roll
y between the flageolets and the tin whistles) has been

: ; getting a bit samey, and in the inescapable knowlege that

there are finite limits‘to the DHSS's weekly grant aid to
Community Arts in Reading, BOX OFFICE is making good its
threat to Do Its Own Thing at VeggieDining. Cinsequontly,

/ | next Friday's (February 8th's) Veggie do at Fairview \
_ Community Centre will be a Big Box Office Benefit and

' Blowout, at which we will be providing not only impeccably
animal-free edibles but a healthy dose of Big Brother Boffo's
Real Live Commfnity Arts = in other words, lots and lots of

- things YOU can entertain yourselves with. ; ;

; Exactly what is for you - and us - to find out on the night,

- but we -re hoping to plan the meal so it doesn't take for-

ever to cook and serve, leaving ample time to have a go at
playing lead bonk tube with he East Street and All Comers
Idiophonic Orkestra and do a variety of things with paper, -
cardboard, stickytape and whatnot - most especially whatnot,
which can be squidgey so bring or wear squidgeable gear such
as overalls, dungarees, boiler suits, lab.coats or space y
. suits. g 75 Bl TRk n e

| Your very own VeggiePlayscheme, yeah? See you! (And as -
_usual forever and ever amen help is needed wih ‘cooking,

. serving and possibly mopping up the squidge.) i

- Box Office

A g / /
2R y s
oy 2 IR




- a different individual view of Read;ng
and its surroundings i

EARNIE DCES 1IT

The news that our neighbour and Defence Secretary Michael °
Hezeltine is going ahead with the Type 23 frigate, the
first of which will be built by Swan Hunter, comes in the
nick of time for '"Sir Earnie' Harrison of Racal, whose
'shares had slumped 76p to 212p after a slémp in profits

and complaints that he.had made misleadingly optimistic
forecasts during the takeover battle for Chubb. Purely
coincidental of course, but it was no doubt helpful to

all concerned that Peter Levene,a former defence comtrac-
tor who well understands companies' dependence on the MoD,
is now in charge of Defence Procurement. Meanwhile,Earnie's
Vodafone is proving less popular tham BT's Cellnet, despite
an earlier launch,and it will be interesting to see what
pressure is brought upon''our'privatised BT to make room for
a company which is after all the biggest single contributor
to the Tories' TINA Fan Club. Till then,chew upon Earnie's
promise when taking over Chubb: "We are intent on creating
the most powerful security company in.the world.". Indeed.

*

EHyBRIANSWHAT A osee

Various blue moles assure me that the Reading Tories have
fought their Mayoral battle to a standstill, and that the
man left standing, for a mix of reasons, is Brian Fowles,
the Chairman of the Planning Committee, who is now loocking

" forward to a year of free nosh and soccer on the town. He
is a man of parts : an early column recorded Ron-Jewitt's
attack on him as believing in "planning principles" which
don (and John) believed were obstructing the great John
Oliver Memorial Ice Rink (RIP). John and Brian in fact had
several nasty little spate right there in the council
chamber. Brian's principles,though,didn't force him to o-
bey his consci:nce rather than his group and oppose the
Beacontree bid for Richfield Avenue, but then the Mayoral-
ty was coming up at the time: And his name will be that
tthich the Tories put forwzard, claiming a second successive
Mayoralty because of and to safeguard their majority of
one. The question then is what happeng to Ron Jewitt? In
his old Chairmanship of HNousing Tony ''Readibus'’ Markham
has convinced the Evening Jost and at least some Tories
that "a star is born" and he can hold his own. So the
pressure on Ron will be to take a straight swap into the
Planninz seat. It'll be a hot one next year as the town
centre plan is coming up for review and the Planning Com-
mittee will have to work out what to do when it runs out
of sites to let its friends build offices o6n. With a Chai
man who doesn't believe in planning principles it is any-
one's zuess what line they will take...

BOZDAGE BRIGHT

Tilehurst's non-Day Liberal,Janet Bond, last year's unsuc=
cessful Lib/Lab nomination for Mayor,is, at least accordin
to orange moles, determined to mount a challenge to Brian
Fowles or indeed any other Tory this year. What's not sure
is whether the Days agree.

TRENCHe=RTOWN?

John Norgate's unfortunate position outside Newbury's
Rotary circles is causing him problems, planning problems.
The self-styled millionaire's attempt to build a shiay
new HQ for his Trencherwood empire in the centre of New-
bury has been turned down by their planning committee,the
Hon.Gerald Vane cdescribing it as '"'a great brute of a buil-
ding'. Mo vay to treat someoae who has brought so many new
bricks to the District. The only place they seem willing
to allow him free rein is in Thatcham, where two huge new
Trencherwood applications have been approved, probably be-
cause the Newbury Planning Committee don't %now Thatcham
all that well and care less. There's a growing feeling in
Thatcham,fanned by the local Liberals,that they're not
getting a square deal from MNewbury - grants and sports

e pitches and so on go to the Torier areas to the ‘/est - and
wéTTS CRISIS it won't be long before the said Liberals start calling

As Freddie Laker pushes the privatisation of British Air- - for ULI from Mewbury. Just like their colleagues in Wood-
ways further and further into the distance (only a very odd ley and Earley have been doing as they groan under Woking-
Government would be diverted from its chosen direction by a ham's velvet heel. And John Norgate will probably sponsor
demand from a bankrupt friend that "I want my airline back" a Thatcham Elks of his very own.

but then this Government is odd that way) Thames Water Au- : TR

thority boss Roy Watts (ex-BA) is shouting down Ministers' VAR RETRS

ears that if they want £750,000,000 or so all they've got As the Evening Post despairingly joins the call for a Mi-

to do is privatise his Authority. .nd they will stop 190 nister oI Technology, it is worth hitech folk reminding
Tory M.P.'s for Thames Valley seats believing that they themselwves that 1984 saw a doubling of bankruptcies in the
should have some influence over water rates. The plot boils te. industry with respect to 1983.

well.

SHEIKH OF TAY, BARRATT OF BATH

PUFFING BILLY 4 g 0

The attack of the M.P.for Wokingham,Sir William van etc., gzr;sizz;ugznizz1ézw2?zw?n$::tmzi:rg;;iiemai;;cihﬁzzﬁzl-
on a Battle Hospital doctor for publicising the effects of that the Sheikh of Kuwait will soon have ; 7 Stage ;n
tobacco is totally unconnected with the fact that the said the nice llttle development Barratt's are doing down at
M.P.was revealed in the House of Commmons last July to have Tay Road. It's even less generally known that the Housing -
shares in Grand Metropoli?a?. itse}f a tobacco company re- sgsociation with which Barratt's is in partnership at Tay
cently attacked by the British Medical Associatiom. Road enjoys the active participation of a Tory Councillor
from an outer London borough. And after all that trouble
he GLC had with Housing Associations too! Meanwhile,
nother Barratt, a former Reading Tory Alderman, has-got
ogether with a Housing Association too, this time to

akke some brecd out of his decaying former home in Bath
oad which they re trylng to turn into.a couple of dozen
'old people's flats". There's money in mortar.

FRUITS OF FREEDOM

It is-sad to record yet another victory for the Freedom

. Association in their battle to suppress freedom at Green-

. ham Common. Their local gauleiter, Anthony Meyer of RAGE,
has succeeded in getting the Greenham women erased from
the electoral register on the grounds that their benders
are "unlawful". In less advanced countries like those in
South America there is this court-inflicted punishment for
dissent called "suspension of civil rlghts . I've always
wondered what it meant/ and now I know. It's whan people
oppased to the state are deprived of the right to vote and
the right to stand for election. They have freedom in Soutl
America too.

K-K-KEEP IT C-C-COMING,
; CITIZEN CAIN



e collectivity

I would 1like the opportunity to clear up some misunder-
standings in Jackie's article 'The Rersonal Remains
Political' of a few issues ago, and to clarify some of
the points I made in my own, earlier, article 'The Cosmo
Girl's Guide to Non-Monogamy'.

I am aware that in airing one's personal opinions one is
open to accusations of writing prescriptively. Apart from

pointing out that the opinions expressed come from personal

experience, which I did, I can think of no way of avoiding
this problem (something Jackie, too, failed to achievel)
except to cease seeing it as a problem: Anyone who
disagrees strongly enough will reply and put a different

.case.

AUTONOMY 7

What does sexual and personal autonomy mean? If I am
engaged 1in a monogamous relationship with someone,

but not living with her/him and spending most of my time
working on various projects with friends, does this

ean I don't qualify as an autonomous individual?

¥Does autonomy necessarily involve emotional and sexual
‘celibacy as the basis of existence - with carefully
controlled periods of sexual and/or emotional behaviour?
Our socilety encourages emotional dependence on one
partner-in-life. It needn't be like that. Human beings
do depend on one another. 'Persnnal Autonomy' need

not be the same as total emotional self-sufficiency.
Even people who choose to remain 'celibate', I'm sure,
receive emotional support from friends - and express
themselves sexually, in all kinds of ways!

"I can't help seeing celibacy as a self-imposed sacrifice.
Anything which implies a restraint on emotions and
sexual feelings seems to me to be a numbing way of
'coping' with the system, rather than a way of breaking

- the same way as our sexuality is.

Anyway, I'd like to make one thiﬁg absolutely clear. I out of it.

hold no brief for those who wish for standards by which
to measure their sexual prowess (male or female). I am
worried about the impact of celibacy as a trendy new

way in which to cope with relating to people, but this
does not mean that I in any way support the myth of the
'frigid' woman! I believe that the generalisation of
such myths and the new tendency towards choosing celibacy
as a way of life are both symptoms of and reactions to
the same problem - ie the artificidl primacy of sex in
our society. Sex is important, but the whole of our
self-esteem should not depena on it! Sexuality is very
complex, and so,therefore, is celibacy. I hink chocaing
celibacy 1s throwing the baby out with the bathwater (!).

MONOGAMY

Jackie sees monogamy as a condition - as ‘the personal
enactment of the power, control and ownership that \
exists in every "relationship" in this society'. I disagree.
Monogamy does not in itself imply a power imbalance
between the sexes (the finger can be pointed at the
division of labour, sex roles and the nuclear family)
although it is true that people use power in all kinds

of relationships — including monogamy. Heterosexual
monogamy is privileged and rewarded in our present-day
society. But people who try out alternatives are equally
subject to the pressure to play roles and participate

in power games and struggles. Monogamy, like celibacy,
is a choice amongst others. As long as we understand

the implications of any choice we make, and bother to
talk about fears and desires with each other, we stand
some chamce of avoiding some of these pitfalls.

SEX, LOVE AND ALL THAT

I don't want to become someone who doesn't appear to need
anything or anybody. We spend so much time trying to
appear like that anyway - it's called alienation. I
want to be able to need other people, be 'weak' when I
want to, admit failure and find supportive criticism inst
instead of judgement. I want to give and seek pleasure
and undermine alienttion. I don't want to be an island.

'ROPAGANDA

! believe we realise ourselves in each other. I don't
lean through each other, I mean in each other: in :
interactions with others we discover new aspects of our
personalities, adventures, possibilities - it's what we do
with friends. Why confine love and sexuality to lovers?
Why not extend adventure to the realms of relationships?

JEANNE D'ARC

Dzar Red Rag,

Oh the Bright Young Female Sparks who keep putting all
their fresh from the hand critiques on sexuality in Red
Rag,so full of false mediations on useless occupations and
paranoid fascinations on the untroubled sleep of monogamy
— blind visions in stereo. Like middle class mystics,they
augur new moral orders out of the hat and very much out of
the hat and very much out of hand with the sleighting gest-
iculatory smoothness of a demagogue- all pen, paper and
surface ideology— no substance and no depth, proffering to
various panderers '"CRAWL AROUND MY BRAIN'" mystical impov-—
erishment tours with noses pinocchio clean- locked in
locked in ideological synchromesh, oiling the wheels with
slippery evasions and secretly instigating in certain cases
a "DO RIGHT" hierarchy of sexual relationships from the
margins of monogamy and claiming this thrill of refusal/
security of submission is not a repressive alienation. All
they're doing is banding about titles which.smokescreen
their complicity in sustaining the division of sexual lab-—
ur. Take the "YOU CAN DO WHAT'S NEVER BEEN DONE" neadingé
f the articles, THE COSMO GIRL'S GUIDE TO SEXUALITY, THE
PERSONAL REMAINS POLITICAL,THE SONG REMAINS THE SAME- the
only difference is that they are ideologial mirror images.
And these are solutions? - what really hits is that they
build these falsely contested fantasies on other people's
hopes, frustration and despair, engaging in a petty bour-—
eois talking shop, while most of us are stuck between the
nslightly and the serene, floundering in a love like blood
and can do without "LIFELINES" from nietzschean super-—
omen, unless it's to bring on the clowns in the-tWilight
of idols. These new moral-sexual orders are just further
bars on the cage, with so much confusion already a more
the merrier attitude because of a desire to say some-
hing new leaves itself open to being recuperated into
he Spectactlar circus where everything has been said
before; so their up their plans because it's a free ticket
to '"BABEL-ON'" —the original plain of desire isn't any-

where around there.......... e
A BESTIAL MANIAC. _ ?

Sexuality as it is constructed in our society carries

a heavy emotional load, involving love, companionship,
fear of loneliness, search for identity, need for
security. I don't believe my self-esteem or my identity
should depend on my sexu2lity any more than it should

on my job. 'I' am many things. But given the complexity
of our sexulaity, I think the implications of celibacy
should be considered as seriously. I think it is possibl
to see celibacy as being artificially constructed in
Defining celibacy is

as problematic as defining sexuality. Where ‘does
affectionate friendliness end and sexual expression
begin? Don't you love to flirt outrageously? Do

you feel it's not allowed? (I'm not talking about

using sexuality as a weapon in a power game) Love

is validated in certain recognised, social structures
(girlfriend or boyfriend); but don't you find yourself |
'in love' outside this closed system - with friends,
comrades, a place, a movement... It is above all

the feeling of connection with others - a feeling

of Intimacy and lust for life that I'm talking about.
Yes, I am an autonomous individual, but without my :
connection with others I am nothing.




Wallys wasted weekly piece

. In siloette the band played a fusion style that is very

This is a call for people to help a small local gr-
oup of pagans plan the public dressing of a traditional
maypole this summer, in one of Reading's parks.

Wallys wasted weekly piece comes this week from the
Paradise club where on 22nd January more bands played in
front of a fullish house in aid of the Free festival that
is going to hagpen in Reading this summer.

To the music, if you wern t there you may thimk that
Wally de Wombat tells untruths so i suggest you come to
the next gig to make sure. Paradise Now a local band with
a touch of the bizarre, theatre, emotion,and a lot of work
went into this piece of music they can also cope with

the unmerciful hecklers that tu rd up. Cosmic Crucifixion
Climax.

Slave Dance the name of the band changing during the
course of the evening,

THE WORST THING POSSIBLE IS HAPPENING HERE.

The plan so far is to concoct a tradition foriatt
which involes public participation, not just spectacle—
watching, either in dressing the pole,or dancing around
it afterwards, or both. Ideas for other things that could
| happen at the same event include: the treading of a maze
(like the one at Cemetery Junction but larger and possi-
bly cut directly into turf as a permanent feature), morris
dancing, musicians (accoustic), street theatre, crafts,
stalls, workshops and other items of a wondrous and -
ideally - participatory nature. Maybe veggie food, maybe
a beer tent, maybe a fire in the evening..... (And it's
never too late to have a happy childhood,)

We're thinking of doing all this on Saturday May
11th (the first day of the Festival Fringe and also more
or less the Mayday of the 01d Calendar). There's a chance
of it coinciding with a town centre procession (floats,
clowns, jugglers,....) in the morning and a ceilidh some-—
wvhere in the evening.

hard to describe to nom patticipants,cos thats what its
all about, Fun in the Festival of <1ife. The promotional
poster stated "Your imagination cant take you here"

U had to B there to have any idea. Musically this band
were tight/together and the music was not only full of
dance rythms and head rythms,it also had lyrics that
made you think/angry/sad/happy and a load of other
emotion/feeling, When you look up and see through some
of the misty illusion that is/we place(d) around us/-
ourselves. .

No DEfences, personally mine were shot to pieces by the
time the band had struck their first chords and the
rest of the show was spent on another plane of life

I enjoyed this band cos you can read the lyrics as their
vocalistisings along with the rest of the audience via
the synchronised tape/slide shpw ZipZ through your
channels and canals

Mind and music’in harmony and all ican say is if you
werent there how are you supposed toknow whats going on
or even what im going om about

But right now it's all rather vague. We need people
to suss a suitable way of getting members of the public
to dress - and dance around — a maypole, people to per-
suade stallholders and performers and so on to be there,
people to obtain the various permissions required.... In
§ short, there are not yet enough of us to co-ordinate the
B event.

: No doubt we could get something together anyway but
88 if we end up doing it alonme it's not going to be very
| good. If you have any ideas of what we could do and how
% we might go about it, we'd love to hear from you - ring
il the number below. Or if you might possibly be interested
| in helping organise, there'll be a meeting at 24 Norwood
Wally de Wombat Road on Sunday 10th at 3pm; we'll decide then whether the
plan has enough support to go ahead.

Interested in seeing this happen ?

Nick. (666681)

8l STNGER WANTED
| We're looking for someone who is interested in singing
Blues/Rock in local Pdbs/Clubs etc.. for a bit of fun,
but semi-serious zll the same. If you think you've got
| 2 voice, and you're into using it, call Paul or Trevor
~{ on 5973&6..
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Long, Long Ago*. in the fairy-tale land of
Reading University, there was born an idea,
This idea grew rapidaly inta a concept and
the concept matured into a society. Thus
C.H.A.0.S. came into the'land,and there was
much rejoicing. - ;

Sadly the society was ravaged by the evil
‘zaminations that lurked on the borders of
the land and its nembers were scattered to
the five corners of the world. For many years
the idea lay all but dead, rememnbered by only
a handfull of its more faithful memnbers.

But now, in the International Year Of The
Hug, the time has come for C,H.A.0.S. to arise
reborn and claim its rightful place in world
Historysesse

' PROCLAMATION

We, The Powers That Be, do hereby invite ARl
and Sundry to Join and Take Part In ¢,H.A.0.S.

BEING

CUDDLE

HUG

AND -

OTHERWISE
SOCIALISE

Rules and Regulations:

C.H.A.,0.S. has neither rules nor regulations,
however it aoes have...

‘GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

\

(1) It is recognised by C.H.A.0.S. members that
a large part of the miseries and ailments that
beset mankind are caucsed byinsufficient physical
contact and that too little hugging may cause.
the spine to shrivel up. Therefore...

(2) It is the duty of C.H.A.0.S. members, whenever
another member is encountered,to greet them

with some form of friendly physical contact such
as a hug. The actual degree of friendliness and
physical contact to be agreed by mutual consent.

(3) All members should try to get a minimum quota
of 3 hugs each day, for thelr own physical and
nental well being.

(4) Members should
of C.HoAs0.S. to non members,
not to be too pushy about it.

try to sﬁread the philosophy
but are cautioned

(5) when a new person 1is recruited to C.HsA:0:Se
it is usual (but not obligatory) for the member
who recruited him/her to give her/him a formal
initiation by getting together as many other
members as possible and holding a Hug-In.

HOW TO JOINs

(1) Decide to join.

(2) Announce yo@r decision to the world by

. constructing and wearing an emblem of C.H.A.0.S.

The traditional emblem was simply a-badge witu

the word 'C.H.A.0.S.' on it in technicolour,
However feel free to be as creative as you. like=
teeshirts, hats, tattoos etc are all acceptable.
All that is required is that the word C.H.A:.0.S,
be clearly visible.

(3) Follow the 'Guiding Principles' as set out
above. e

HAPPY HUGGING

KUBLA KOAN (C.H.A.0.Se,
H.M.S.H.

®pbout 1929.

HUW 1T HAS WOKKED I THE PAST ...
HCw CaN IT WORK IN THE FULURE ”
Lue te vther cemmittments, I aw ne lenger prep— " -
ared te ensure that Veggie Dining takes place.

 acccunts,
" these whe den't have te pay.

and Bars)

P

2lell

and weuld like te see ether greups and indaiv-
iduals ce-erdinate it in the fubure.

The vrigins ef veggie dining are scmewhat
ebscure these days. It started with talk ef

preparing vegan feed s¢ that everyone can eat

it and te shew that it can be wheleseme, cheap,
satisfying and delicieus. 4Anether intention

was to make it edueatienal and to invelve peeo-

+le who have ne idea of veganism.
Over the past year er s¢ it has been reg-

ular, fertningtly, fulfilling and semewhat hec-

tic. It has eccurred in places other than Fair

view ccmmunity centre, has made meney fer varicus

causes and has lost te freeleaders.. It has alw~

ays fallen tegether despite my involvement with

it, but is now in danger of falling apart.
It has always werked because semeone has

taken the responsibility fer ce-erdinating each

event. Ce-erdinatiun requires ® greup ¢f couwks
to decide who is cooking what, musicians to vol-
unteer to "sing Tfer their supper", helpers te lay
tables and clean up, bueking of the hall, paying

. fer it, collecting the keys, and leching uyp at

the end eof an evening, Ceoking can teke place at
heme or at the centre. Veggie Dining has a kKitty
te pay feor fved and eguipment and varieus expen-
ses as required (e.g. taxis, becking, candles
etc.) Fairview is usually opened at 6.00iu,
the feud is prepared, tables are set up, ind-
ulgence takes place,
Letting is only suppesea to run till 10pa
but there is always leads of cleaning to do,
sweeping the fleur, washing up, cleaning the
top of the cuoker, Then the hall is closed and
the keys returneda tv their guardian. Tea towels
are taken home and washed and someone looks after
the knife ces we don't want it nicked. Nething
te it reslly. 41he pots, pans, cutlery, durable
fecd etc. are stered at Fairview, -
ALy group can take it on., There is no shor-

~ tage of censumers but tnere are relatively few

cooks whoe are prepared te cemmit themselves te
a dish regularly. Therefore there will seun be
a rota-list held at Aceorn te.display the status
of any future veggle dining. If you want te co-
ordinate, claim a date on the reta, leave ycur
name and contact index, centact ccoks, have a
meeting er both, DBeok the hall and let it happen.

Veggie dining is an cpen cellective commun- .-
ity resewurce te be used by wheever can do what-
ever., Do it.
Tickets are suvld by Acern where there is a
blue book in which financial comings and goings
are recorded. Ne-ome I knew of takes money eut
for their own gratificatien and no-one keegs :
Those who de the stuff get free fend,
Seems fair but
none the less it can be hard werk and & lcng day
liaybe seme sort ef workers' ce-ep, hict

The next veggie dining will bé en the 8th
Feb, a "Bex Office Bvent". See elsewhere in Rag.
If you would like te deo a subsequent ene and want
more deiails, phene iike (588L459) er Gill at
Fairview (576598) .. ; : ;

There will definitely be a veggie dining on
Saturday 9th Feb at the central club. No tickets -
but what ceuld be Fust Feed from & ceunter; pro-
ceeds to go te the Free Festival Fund. Restrec-’
tion, amengst ethers, will be drawing tne crowd . .
and help with the feed is welceme., ‘e aim to .

feed up teo 350 beds. for abeut four hours in the
There is an excellent kitchen and large
Phone 58845y, ol 7és

evening.
feod bar.




= South Reading Leisure Centre;opens for public use.

Pool, Sports Hall,Sguash,lots of courses.Tel ;364910
for full details. A

Museum:Exhibition of photographs of Reading by Jim
Harosld and Geoif weston.Adm.Free,10-5.30 weekdays,
10-5 Saturdays,Blagrave 5t.(till 16th)

SHP: Landmarks-an exnivition of photographs by Paul
Hill.For details ring 0344 427272.

Maypole Festival: Planning

meeting, 24 N .
3pm. Se 8y 24 Norwood Road

lg in this issue.Phone 666681 for det.,

hexagon:Group Six Prnotography-Contrasts work of 8
pnotograpners witn individual styles.{till 17th)

Reading Recreation: Taster Courses for working with
children.Drama for kids or Printing and Painting in
the morning.luncntime video.Sillysports or Skills
and Craft.Takeaway in the arternoon.At the Community
Centre,Nortnumberland Avenue,wWhitley.Lunch £1.50,
Creche and courses FRZE.Contact Civic Offices for
application form.

Vegan Talx:'"The Vegan way of life! By Laurence iMain

“(sec.of Vegan Soc.) At St.Mary's Centre,Chain St.

Reading Cycle Campaign: Business l.eeting, 3pm at
UB Cycles.

SERTUC Day of Action. Miners Picket - at Didcot - coach

% 1s to be arranged. Leave Reading 6am; return for work
* 9am. Ring TGWU office, 590311, daytime, for details.

BéNC: Open Meeting at the RCU,Spm.Spéaxer— Dan Smith
~ (international researcher into war and weapons)
Talks about Trident.

Anarcnistic Video Snow; "Stop The City"and '
Sleep", at The Crown,Crown St. FREE!

WOMEN'S WRITING GROUP - OPEN MEETING - Women's Centre,
"7.30 pm. All interested women welcome.

Public lecture: "How to live with Earthquaxes" Dr.R.D.

Reading and District Philately Society: Auction at Adams.G.10 Paluer Building,waitexnights,8pm

Southcote Hall,Southcote Library,Southcote Lane, at
7.15 for 7.45.

Sy Youth Training Scheme Exnibition: Local YTS will be
Reading Snelter Group: AGM at the RC 3 represented and current YIS trainees will be on hand
i to answer questions and de.wonstrate the wide range of
e training available througn the scheme.This event will
 be of particular interest to 1985 school-leavers and
heir parents. Reading Town Hall,Blagrave St.,Reading
0.30am-5.00pm and 7.00pm-9.00pm.Admission FRZE.

* Dranscendental Meditation- FREE Introductory talk at
8pm, ivic Offices.For Enquiries Tel.67236.

Reading Tree Club:"Nurseries in the Nineties",A
discussion meeting with introduction by R.H.Coates
(kanager,Wisley Plant Centre) LT4,01d Library Building
University of Reading,london Road,at 7.30pm.For det=
ails contact Catnerine Olver,Tel. Rdg 874347. T

AUEW Hall, Oxford Rd, Reading. 7.30 pm. British Soviet
_Friendship Society (Reading Branch) - Discussion on
Peace with speaker Cynthia Roberts. All friends,
supporters, non-members welcome.

Reading cycle campaign: Leisure ride to Cockpole
Green-leet 10.30 at Caversnam Bridge with the Cyclist
Touring Club.(25m.) :
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% Reading Elea Market: All Saints Church Hall,Dowﬁshiresv
Square(off Bath Road).10.30-4.30,admission 10p,

enquiries Tel.Rdng. 479852.

Reading and District BeeXeepers Association: " A
Woman's Role in Beexeeping" by Mrs.Oonagh Gabriel,

St. Andrews Church Hall,London Road,Reading at 7.30pm. Leukaemia Research Sponsored Swim: Central Swimming

Popl,Battle St.,Reading.6.30-9.30pm,

Red Raq Editonal Mééi-'m : Come. + sort o0t whats : ‘
Joungn e next ish. Phdre Sua (No. on cover) o/ dletuilsy

The Historical Association(Reading oranch): A talk by
Dr.P.Preston.Bulmershe College,Woodlands avenue, Barley
at 7.30pm. : o

RedragHeadlines,'ryPinj ete. Phone Sue (hs a\bm) : { % 4

e : ; : Redrag- Faldinb,Distribution.(As ﬂbovel)
Reading and District Pnilately Society: "Montserrat" N e
by A.Memniber, Southcote Hall, Southcote Library,Soutncote

Dane.7.15 for T.45pm.

Reading Recreation: Taster Courses for wor<ing with %
children.Working witn girls,video and discussion or
New Games in the morning.Lunchtime video.Junx< Music :
and games from other countries or Scrapworx-iaking
things with junx in the afternoon.At the Community
Centre,Northumberland Avenue,Wnitley.Luncn £1.50,

Creche and courses FREZ.Contact Civic Jffices for

application forus.

Redrag paste-up, typing etc.(Phone Sue 4s Qov'ﬂqurs)

Reading Astronomical Society: "Amateur Solar Astronomy" Cyclist's Touring C.ub: Ride téVCentral Loudon with
by guest speaker lr.Ken Medway(former director,Solar Peter Finch (30m) Car assisted start.ieet at 3.45am
.Section B.A.A.) St.Peter's Church Hall,Church Rd, . at Reading 3Station.

defeat.  He
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Traditional Festival Dance:
Every Wednesday, at the Friends
IMeeting Hse. 6 Church St. From
7.45-10, Adm.75p. Ring Anna on
864665 for details

Dance: Penny ‘welcomes al
women who want to improve their
self awareness and confidence.

Reading Gay Switchboard: Tues
597269
s i;arn to use wood-
's and chose your OwIl
project. Mon. 1-3pm at the
Wilson antre. Wi}f &‘Rd.

Saha ja Yoga Meetingss Every Fri.
At 7.30pm approx. At-&t. Dav;i.ds
‘Hall 26, London Rd. Rm.3. all "’
welcome, no charge
(we apologise to all those who
turned up before to find no i
meeting but they will definitely:;
start from the 18th/1/85.)

Reading Cycle Campaipn: meets
2nd Mon of month at UBCycles
. Membership
lenquiries ring Chris Mayers
%589178. General enquiries John
ixo hn Righy. G466




Natlonal President: Cardinal Hume OS8  ChaimarxLord Pitt - Director: Nell Mcinfosh |
Campaign for
the Homeless

Shelter, nationally, was founded in 1967, as a
response to the then grow1ng problem af hom=lessness.
Shelter has always used the term "homelessness" - in the
widest possible sense i.e. the lack of a home. A "home"
is a difficult concept to define, but it must 1nclude
ideas of security, privacy, indenendence, and a degree of
control over ones own envirorment, as well as a level of
physical standards. In this way the homeless are not
just those who sleep on the streets, but also those who
live in hostels, guest houses, and run-down houses in
multiple occupation. They must include those who are
forced to share unwillingly, and those who are harassed
by their landlords., It is for all these people that :
Shelter campaignse. :

The housing situatica nationally is deteriorating
rapidly. he Government is committed to putting all its
rosctrces into the expansion of owner—occupation. The
substantial numbers of the population who cannot afford
this rm of housing are increasingly getting less and
less. Public housing starts are at their lowest for 50
years. Swingeing cuts in the amount that local
authorltles can spend on replenishing and repairing their
Stock ( 807 in the last 6 years ) are out of proportion
to otner cuts and indicate a clear 1de010vlcal contempt
for the idea of pucllc housing. Now the Government is
saying that only 207 of the money ‘raised by tue sale of
Jouncil hoses can be spent - the other 80;% has to sit in
the bank,

PP P P A S S R X X N N N N S P e 2 T P 2 2 2 s e el ol ot
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There is still a long way to go, in changing public
attitudes }nt alone reversing government policy. There is

~till alot of ignorance about the enormity of actual

government policies, and too much attention on the
‘symtoms of homelessness rather than the causess . It is
in this context that the Reading Shelter Group, which was
formed 6 months ago, is seeking to work.The Group has a
clear educational role, both for the general public and
policy-makers unaware of the consequences of their
decisions. It will also seek to put forward pragmatic
solutions to some oI the more immediate housing
problems in the Borough.

The following are some of the areas that the Group
are involved in :-

1) The wide circulation of a petition calling foL 2
re-start in the council housing building programme
This is designed as a cons:iousness-raising
exercise.

2) The production of a detailed housing strategy
statement, as an alternative to that of the
Borough Council. This will hopefully include some
practical suggestions, feasible even within the
current financial climate.

%) & campaign to try and bring some of Reading's
empty properties( Council and privately ownea)
bazk into use.

4) t cempaign on the use of bed and breakfast

> accommodation under the Homeless Persons Afcte
t survey has already been completed, and now
~some follow-up werk will need to be done.

At the same time the Group will continue to tzke on
the ongoing work of lotbying, pressurising etc to ensure
that M.Ps and Councillors are continually brought face to
face with the consegquences of current and planned

policieso

To have any impact the Group is going to need a number
of. p90p1e willing to help in whatever way thet they cane

pors 22 2 2 2 2 2 2222 2 2 2 422 2 o2 4 4 d

S o S o 2
4 !

If the growing problem of homeless ness concerns you at
all then I would urge you to come zlong to the SHELTER
A.G.M, AT 8P.M AT THE READING CENTRE FCR THE UKENRPLOYED,
EAST ST. ON THURSDAY FZBRUARY TTH. MARK GOLDUP.
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Reading Centre . gasr swreer
for the Unemployed.

Courses at R.C.U.

Silkscreen Printing- Come and
learn to colour print your own
posters, cards and T-shirts in a
friendly, informal atmosphere.
Tuesday afternoons, 1-%pm.

Women's Self Defence- For all
women-no matter what age or level
of fitness. Wednesdays, 10-12 noon
Dance Fitness- For those who like
the idea of expressing themselves
in movement,and getting fit at the
same time. Thursdays, 10-12noon.
Women's Confidence Building-
Fridays, 1-3pm.

Carpentry- Men and Women welcome.
Fridays, Wilson Centre, Wilson Rd.
1-%pm.

Coming Soon :- Cartooning, L1v1ng
In A Multi-Racial Society, Running
An Allotment, Alternative Medicing,
Photography, Unemployment: Whose
Problem?, Women's Performance
Group, Writer's Workshop, Motor-
Cycle Maintenance.

No need to enrol- just come along.
All our courses are free to those
out of paid work, and there is a
free Creche available.

its your centre - use it!
tel. 596639 °

womens activities » create your own job . welfare rights

i
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{67 the Unemploved

A1l courses are FREE to the unemployed.No enrolement
just turn up.

FREE crecne available.

Writers Workshop: Every Thursday 1-3pm.l0 sessions.
Women's Discussion Group: 10.30 am every Wednesday
in Room 1

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To (your bank's name al addTESS).cescceecsacccsonss
To (your bank's name and address)eecececccesccccossses

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000°G0

Please pay to-the account of RED RAG, Co-opeiative
Bank, Reading (08-90-16), a/c no. 50148637, the sum

Ofws s s bsimvinstjo s’ o sisie s cimmseisie (WOTAB oot i o & os it ELR)

Dance Fitness: Learn basic
routines, and develop your
creativity and fitness. Men &
Women welcome. Thurs. 1l0-12noon

& ONocscsssscssscsssscscs(date), and on the same date
’$ 9 %

every month/3months until further notice.
Skillg for

Co- A
b I,

Sgnedii il ls s salataialole slalaiaareln aarnsin e DatOs s s oiasls

Your name............;..,...................;......

!Address.................,..........................

Your fa/canumberleaicliisisiales ofitah oreie e it i Lt aSis O SET
Please send this form to Red Rag, c/o Box 79, Acorn

lBookshop, 17 Chatham Street, Reading. NOT to your

= __E._ il

L Q2 : _ '
A ——_—_T9%en: Come and Print 3
;wn Posters, cards etc Tuengr : 7
ALSO, Comine .1=3pm ! e lesday ; / : :
S ung shortlyy ; ‘ Bt
€ your En.1j : ; : ga
Medecine.Basi?;?;;fh/nﬂprove your Mathg, g1 ' th :
Soci : Ograph A, ernat : v
Un:;;?;{ 108 an alloi;g;fgzggg e multi-rac;:f It has been fairly healthy recently, but it is' ¥
ats %ment’Whose problem?, 1y, of Febr i rapidly getting less so. A donation of 10p per copy
offse’;-l‘ffhg)'M°t°r°y01e Mai’nte::;:f Pgrformance Group iwould be sufficient to, cover printing costs. B:t -
. I" . ? e o X 1] 2 H ~ ' ¥ 2 ;
Outing Planneg i;lt;ng preSS.Clothes_r;aﬁfizténs a smal] as ve don't believe in miracles, we'll just ask you o
’

ature Re artoonin. - [ '
Seérves, (March), bt Surely you can' afford £1 per month? And don't

forget the collecting boxes in the ouile:ta?' .

to fill out the standing order form in this issue. -




Dear Red Rag, :
There is in this area a group of people

calling themselves the'Anti-CND'. Their sole achieve-
rent to date, to my knowledge, has been to rob,
threaten and now make homeless a bus dweller at
Burghfield. (His bus has been burnt out, on the day
threatened) The typred communication semt to him
previously was not very coherent, but vicious. His
friends, understandably, are very angry.

Just so's you know.

A.L.

Dear Red Rag,

WRITING WOMEN (and would-be writing women). If you
think you'd be interested in joining the Reading women's
writing group, come along to our next OPEN MEETING at the
Women's Centre, Abbey St., 7.30pm. Tuesday 12 February.

We meet weekly, to share our writing, give each
other help and incentive, and discuss whatever seems im-
portant. If you like, phone Elizabeth (507065) or Sue
(473296) first. ;

uyh : Elizabeth James

Dear Red Rag,
¥ We were frankly astonished to - read of a
Vegan Ramble in last weeks Red Rag.. Unfortunately the
item didn't explain properly what it was thzt made it
a Vegan Ramble, Do they check your sandwich box for
selaxi sarnies Tirst or do they insist that you ramble
in.animal product free footwezr (plastic boots)? Ve
are, to put it mildly » intrigued,
v Yours sincerely,
Grub Lust & Gilbert White..

acorn

&

Update - (No more Rumours!)

If you have been finding lately that there are more
workers than customers in Acorn, that's because there
are! (Well most of the time).

We are currently 5 (Ian, Liz, Maggie, Mark & Vessa)
but this is not a permanent situation. What's happening
is: both Ian & Liz are leaving, in the next few months,

to do other things.

The large workforce is because we need to overlap for a

while so all the necessary info and skills can be passed

on to the new collective of 3. 1It's not a sign of

prosperity, incidentally. We need your support for the
- whole thing to work.

We are now a co-operative on paper as well as in
spirit, so that makes 2 trading retail co-op's in
Reading, along with UB Cycles.

Acorn Bookshop, your community bookshop
17 Chatham Street, (under the car park)
Reading. Telephone:

Rdg 584425,

PLAYWORKERS FOR EASTER PLAYSCHEMES

Reading Borough Council needs enthusiastic,'reliable
creative and caring people- preferably with some
experience of working with children aged 5 to 11 or
young people,

Playscheme dates: April 9 = 12

Playtraining weekend: March 30 = 31

Working hours: 73 per day

Pay; basic rate of £2, 03 per hour

For further details and application forms please .
contact Michael Champion on 55911, ext, 2069,
Closing date: Friday Feb 15,

LA}
i

ASSISTANT ACTIVITIES OFFICER

Reading Borough Council requires immediately a
person to assist in the running of holiday play~
schemes, This post is only temporary ang will be

24 hours per week. Pay per hour is £3,06, This
berson will be required to undertake the ordering of

will ‘be advantageous, For more details contact

Michael Champion 55911 ext 2069 immedi
. ately. T
Post must be filled before, Feb g, 7 i

EMPLOYMENT VACANCIES: World Education Berkshire, Haymill
Centre, Burnham Lane, Slough, SLl 6LZ. Burnham 6740}
Have two part time posts on the W.E.B Bux Project,which
is a MscC Community Programme Scheme concerned with the
promotion of development education, and as such is sob- -
ject to the eligability conditions of this scheme.
. FIELDWORKER 22Hrs (3 days per week) @ £52.80
Preferably with some teaching experience, but not ess-
ential. To work as a team member for a mobile develop-
ment education centre (a converted double-decker bus).

Both posts require well motivated people with a Elexible
attitude to both life g work, and an awareness of glo-
bal issues. Please contact Martin Mikha;l at the above

address for an informal chat. i

W.E.B say that they will have about 20 Jacancies this
June, some of which will be full time. .

Unemployed Tutors wanted for Photography(basic) and
Home Maintenance, X

Dre S’IQ]QHSQ
'RUSH JOB PRCNOTIOLS PRESENT. !
KNI¥. TURLER (from Hawkwind), INEER CITY UNIT

and FAGIC MUSHRCCK BAND.

Hawkwind and space rock fans will be pleased to know
that Nik Turner, currently on tour with Hawkwind, and
his bend, Inper City Unit, will be playing at Reading
Town Hall on Friday,15th February, 1985, 8.00p.m. till
late.There will be a late bar at non-extortionate
prices, a light show, plus El Groova Discoidi |

' See ad. elsewhere in this issue for ticket prices and

* availability, .

Prafits from this gig will go towards the cost of a
holiday for profoundly, mentally and physically
handicapped adults, attending Reading Adult Training
Centre, many of whom live in our local community.

An amazing audio-visual experience guaranteed
for all. See ya there folks!
0X0
Alan Rush and Paul Job



