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FREE

RED RAG'"MAY
FOLD'"- REPORT

BERKS WOMEN 1IN
RIGHTS BATTLE.

The WOMEN'S CONFERENCE this weekend
hopefully-and probably- reached many
women ir Reading, coming together to
meet new women, discuss old and new
issues, feelings and interests,to
participate in or watch lots of per-
formance and workshops, and ultimately

to have fun and share experiences.

Women are proudly pushing their rights
and resources, coming together in
strength all over England and internation
-ally as well-The 9th to the 16th of
March being INTERNATIONAL WOMENS WEEK.

Events continue this week in I-udon,
for example-a feast of tl - particul-
arly with the Race Relations Group in
Hackney Town Hall(phone Dawn or Pauline

on 01 985 6732). - B
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And there's always more to put energy
into here.another display is gcing to be
put on soon by the RAPE CRISIS LINE .
This wilt include general information
and observation about the media, the
police and the courts,and how they treat -
rape victims;how schools and establish-
ments regard sexuality;and, amongst other
contributions,feelings about incest, rape
and sexuality-with some poetry,art, photo
graphs-and humour.

Any women are welcome-it will be
another important opportunity to share
“houghts and to meet other women locally.
'fhe date will be made known nearer the
~“ime.Meanwhile, anybody who would like to
—ontribute to the display please drop a

ote in to The Women's Centre:the base-
Bent, Old Shire Hall, Abbey Street....
JEFORE 13th MEARC 1986.

Thank You
x J.

****************************************.
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WAPPING INFORMATION
OUTBRFAK  MYSTERY.

0f the 6000 newspaper workers sacked by
Murdoch, some 700 are women clerical wor
kers in Sogat.When I first went down
to Wapping about a month ago,a march
had been organised by these women to
highlight the fact that not all those
sacked were male printers.

The need for such a demonstration was
underlined by the BRBC, when they report-
ed them as being the wives of the sack
-ed printers.The women marched down to
the picket line to join the men ,but
Brenda Dean, the leader of SOGAT,
asked people to leave the picket line
and come to listen to her, and other
speakers, at a rally up a sideroad.

READING'S ONLY NEWSPAPER

PAGE |

one .oneone one'gne:ane

So far the tactics have produced no
results,and although the leadership are
still persuing the same line, the rank
and file are realising that more
definite action is needed.

Although on the evening of the Womens
Rally there were several thousand
people outside the Wapping plant, no
attempt was made by union officials to
organise an effective picket.

The following week, however, the mood
had changed.There were at least 7000
people down at Wapping and the feeling
amongst the crowd mas more angry and
determined.
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up, print or write articles:don't they
care enough to get involved."

It is rumored that there will not be

an edition in a fortnight's time, un-
less people offer support and help via
the secret Acorn Bookshop contact add-
ress. .

The news was greeted enthusiastically

by the Chief Constable of Thames Valley
Police,"These people have been getting up
my nose for years with all their pranks.
Now that they could be going, we can look
forward to running things as we really
want to."

Readers of the paper were unavailable

for Cément. -’rmegdaq “

Last Tuesday a SOGAT member, sacked
from the Sunday Times, came down to

#: Reading to address a public meeting on
- the dispute.He expressed the feeling of
the rank and file that action must be
stepped up and mass pickets supported.
At this weeting a Print Support Comm-
ittee was set Bet up , and it will be
i meeting at the Paraduse Club at 8pm on
| Tuesday llth March. Come along and

F support the printers, and get along to
% Wapping on Saturday night.

o
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a member of the Print Support

Committee.
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A spokesperson for the developers, Mr.
Tarquin Scumbag,told Red Rag:"I've been
to public school and am a qualified
chartered surveyor.Obviously this en-
titles me to make pots of money out of
other people's lives."

The scheme, which includes no housing
£2 million to build,but demolition,

professional fees and finance charges
will push the bill up to £2¢million.
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BERKS. VIOLENCE OUTBREAK
"WORST EVER"-TOP T.V. COP

The 01d Unemployment Benefit Offices in South Street

I fear my article on "Violence and Red Rag", published

are in use once again.
anonymously a couple of issues ago, has been misunderstood.

MONEY BREEDS IN

Local developers Pinefrost Ltd of Ascot
are among the latest to cash in on Read-

or community facilities, will cost around
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Tarquin, however, is optimistic:"Altho'
it'11 cost us a couple of hundred thou'
to shift the sheds, er sorry, to market

Reaction to the development has been
mixed. Reading Labour Party was on a vote
trapping expedition in Spencers Wood, and

the exclusively designed high tech units, unavailable for comment.

we can still draw over £900000 clear
profit.This is based on a typical markup
of 17 percent on the value of the fin-
ished product."”

Rents for such property are about €8
a square foot, giving a capital value for
the project of just under £54million,or
110 new houses."

The development is only going ahead on
condition that the company makesmajor
concessions to local planners. These

A spokesperson for Reading Trades Council
said:"It wasn't like this in 1926. Mind
you, I wasn't alive then. What can you do?
Who cares that workers' conditions are
decided by speculators as much as by their
bosses-"

Some local residents are more willing to
make a stand.Sarah Bright and John Warr
said:"we remember this site from when we
were squatting the dole office across the
road a year ago. The land.was better used
then as a temporary gypsy site. Pinefrost

include speaking nicely on the phone,not shoyld be collectively shot."

driving their Daimlers into council
officers 2CV's, and building a couple of
access roads to the site.

"Obvoiusly we'd have built the roads
anyway, "a smiling Tarquin told reporters
"otherwise the worker chappies couldn't
do their bit , what?"

Mr Scumbag, who does not live in Reading
admitted that the scheme's budget included
over £1.2 million to buy the site.Although
he would not reveal the price paid, he
joked that:"only idiots would pay so much"
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SOUTH STREETe WOMENS SQUAT
ACCOMMODATION AND WORKSHOP SPACE
SAT 8TH AND SUN 9TH MARCH

Martin "Anarchist" Flanagan,
business correspondent.
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Dear RAG,

Clever dick nazis (and not
Just wallies who don't know what
the things mean) have been going
round painting NF and @ signs next
to each other on walls. It is one
small example of the right's psych-
ological operations, aiming to
spread the political confusion,
chaos and terror from which they
profit. But, hold on... isn't this

exactly the same lovely confusion
and chaos the discordians llke and
are trying to promote among us?

‘ f women
Either BGP confuses me by using different levels of irony The huadlitng has Heen oEcipiled by @ proup §s ¥ i

throughout her/his reply, or s/he is misrepresenting what
I tried to explore.

in order to provide accommodation and workshop space,
for women, on Saturday 8th March ( Internatiomal.
.Womens Day) and Sunday 9th March.




I think violence is undesirable. I have not renounced
it. I'm not sure I would know how to.

I think the present widespread practice of shitting
and pissing in toilets connected to a mains water supply
is undesirable. The production and consumption of such
quantities of 'clean' water has undesirable environment-
al impact; the many valuable qualities of our excretia
are wasted, and the disposal of masses of effluent is
an expensive and difficult problem. But I do not there-
fore "renounce" using the toilet. Safe, acceptable alt-
ernative means of putting my wastes to good use are not
readily accessible to me: I don't know what else to do

with my shit, nor have any necessary equipment or facil-
ities. But I certainly don't intend ceasing to eat or
drink. Isn't it a very similar dilemma to that surround-
ing the use of violence ?

I intend remaining in the world with all its anger
and violence and crap like that. I want to develop pract-
ical, sustainable ways, necessarily collective, to deal
with it. Heroics just distract from that task.

I didn't intend telling anyone not to be violent; I
hoped to encourage a sliphtly more understanding view of
the issue. It 1s an issue which, unnecessaily I believe,
all too often divides us.

I certainly wouldn't waste my breath telling "THEM'
not to be violent : violence is what "THEY" thrive on.
It is a symptom of "power'.

In response to another part of BCP's reply, I can't
resist asking, Which is the most pointless of empty pers
onal geatures: lying down in front of their tanks, or
facing "their truncheons, riot sticks, CS gas, pistols,
machine guns, tanks aircraft, missiles, bombs; their
prisons, asylums, torture, humiliation and harrassment
... with, if I'm lucky, my Red Rag petrol bomb in my
hand.' 2 :

And on the differences between violent self;aefence
and violent attack, remember that thousands of people

in the country sincerely work for the Ministry of Defence.

Offensive “to us perhaps; my hairstyle is offensive to
some of "them". I know there is a difference, but 1"m
not satisfied I know what it is.
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The state seeks to divide, dis-
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organlse and confuse us 1in order
to rule us, to overcome the state
we must ORGANISE, unite and fight!

5. ‘j R CJso
’?XY: sL_sShEps 9
gyhyszmarmeg[::
NZ %@,ﬁmo“ 13
g A\ S = D
Anarchy means S3ELF-CRGANISATICN

o without leaders and hierarchy, chaos
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% 0 2 5 s %ust means fascism, f£ilth, waw,
2 x;ﬁi. = error, domination, onoverty, ign-
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. and fear, sc wise up mugs or

The building has been sitting empty and unused for oush off

over two years, apart ‘from a very succesful festival
of arts activities last March.
We are occﬁpying it for this weekend celebration,
in protest because we feel it is a waste of a space
that could be put to good use by people. inReading.

S

Paul Petard
Thames Valley Anarchistis
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SOUTH STREET== WOMENS SQUAT

AAARRRAAAAAAARARAAAAAA AR A A A b hhdkrhdhik

THE RED RAG BENLEFIT ON TUESDAY 11TH MARCH
AT THE PARADISE CLUB HAS , REGRETTADLY,
BEEN CANCELLED,BECAUSE RUPERT MURDOCH
REFUSES TO PLAY(SEE LAST ISSUE).

NO ALTERNATIVE OF EQUAL QUALITY AND
DISTINCTION COULD BE FOUND,SORRY TO ALL
RUPERT'S DISAPPOINTED FANS IN READING.

A NFW POSSIBLE TARGET FOR ANTI-APARTHEID
STENCILLERS AND GLAZIERS SUPPORT GROUP
MEMBERS. . .60 QUEENS ROAD, A NEW OFFICE
BLOCK RECENTLY LET TO BARCLAYS FOR ABOUT
£300,000 pa.
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) TRANSCRIPTION

I need help in transcribing tape recorded
interviews verbatim for my PhD thesis.
Longhand is fine, but if you can type, I
can probably provide access to an Amstrad
word processor.

Please reply with fee required for Jab:
hour cassette to Box 2, Acorn Eookshop, 17
Chatham Street Reading.

)
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All avenues of puhlic involvement
have been restricted or blocked
altogether. This again is totally
unacceptable, especially as many
-people do have sensible and rele-.
vant views to contribute.

"An insignificant and 'remote' set

. of people (Conservative council-
lors on the Planning Committee)

"have given planning permission for
The Mansion House to be re-devel-
oped into offices.

HOUSING

While the decision made on Friday
(March 7th) approved Planning Per-
mission for the scheme, the matter
is not over with, although the
Tories would like to think so.

It is appalling that this has happ-
ened even though most people
strongly oppose the scheme.

Who wants to look at an office block

- VECTURE —WIND ENGINES+RECENT INDUSTR/AL

in a public park ?

Supplementary Bénefit(SB) is_wqued out as
what the DHSS think you need, minus your
actual resources.

A basic guide is that if the Dhss class
you as a couple,both people's resouces and
needs are taken into account, along with
those of any dependents.The basic rate is
§£47.85 a week, compared with 2 times£29.50
=£59 a week for two people who can presen
claims as single people. .

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR SB?

So obviousTy, if both of you are eligible
for-SB, try and claim as 2 individuals who
are NOT "living together as husband and
wife". To be eligible to claim SB you must
(generally):-

*be over 16 , living in Britain,&not at

school,

*work for less than 30 hours a week,

*sign on as available for full time

work(with exemptions),

*studying less than 21 hours a week,if

you're studying whilst unemployed,

*have less than £3000 savings.

Many times over the idea of turning
the Mansion House into offices has
been criticized. Some people be-
lieve that the House is worth res-
toring as a ''period" building, some
believe that it could be renovated

as a leisure amenity, others that
the building is not worth keeping
and should be demolished.

Any of the above options are far
more acceptable than allowing comm-
ercial development in the park.
Because Prospegt Park is such an

important place for leisure and
recreation any changes within it
should be compatible with its'
natural features.

The unacceptable fact is that the
Conservative group has willingly
negotiated with property develop-
ers to put the scheme together.

Because the Mansion House is a list-
ed building permission from the
Secretary of State for the Environ-
ment is needed to alter the use of
the building.

Mewmbers of the public - YOU !!! -
please write to the Secretary of
State, some of the points you might
like to raise are:-

1. The loss of valuable open
space.

2. The detrimental affect the
scheme would have on the park.

3. A listed building would be
destroyed.

4. A precedent would be set for
future unwelcome developments
in the park.
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WHAT SORT OF CLAIM IS BEST?

Now you can decide who can claim SB.If you
boyh fit the bill, then try and make 2
individual claims and prove you're not
1ving together as husband and wife.

"ﬂt“f!dw 20 Maxthh -

* PED RAG EDIMDR AL | WHERE ONTRIBUTIONS ARt
FERD MND PASSED o MEXT Rt AL WELLOME.
PoNeE No -ON TeoNT op DETAILC

~TOLL - ROSE, KING CT MADENHEAD

If you haven't written to the
Borough Council yet objecting

to the scheme - please write

this one. If you’re one of the
hundreds who have already written
the campaign must be continued,
only by sustaining and increasing

But if one of you is NOT eligible for SB
in her/his own right, then look at claiming
as a couple and proving that you ARE living

+hmnthan ar aka Ak BRS eyt <2 B
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Raving the night away to the cool tunes

of the Biz,Webcore and the Ozrik Tentacle
for those who made all the way to the far
awayness of the Paradise club the evening
was most enjoyable the biz profficient

1 R's Selg Expression.

Video Screent
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Tentacles more of an attraction in reading Fri:le Rc0. 7

due to the high proportion of acid casualtysec ;.o ...

freaks and general living in the past ~
types not to put down the band at all
their doing it in a refreshing way so
dont drag them back into the past folks
they are an 80s musical experience and W 537120% . PIoYE (e

i love it . So if you havn't discovered b Monilt R.CU. Prapore For
the paradise when the conspiracy are V3o —2 20 §
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MANARCHISTS" IN
"TRENDY' SCARE,
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*WANTED-ARTICLES FOR LOCAL NEWSPAPER.SEND
TO BOX 79, ACORN BOOKSHOP, 17 CHATHAM ST,
READING.DISCREET AND CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE.

*FURNISHED ROOM FOR COUPLE IN LARGE -SHARED
HOUSE ON GROVELANDS ROAD, WEST READING.
£170 pcm PLUS BILLS.PHONE TIM ON 594592.
"HIPPY TYPES' PREFERRED.

*ETRUSCAN SHREW, MOON RAT, PRAYING MANTIS
AND JAPANESE MACAQUE GOING SPARE-ANYONE
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GUIDE.,
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essioni NOAD FANCY A SWAP,PHONE 868488.
Video Screant s o VRO =S,
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n—— Ty L e e S Y .iUNCTION AREA,TEL’. 64178

I R 3 FOR SALL, DRU! KIT:PREMIER , 4
" Sy E ol opckiadiliecocitss i " DRUMS,HIGH HAT, CYMBAL:EXCELLENT
iy ihgkon Siue Ton FOR BLEGINNER, £200.RDG,665332.

*JANTED_ELECTRIC FIRE/UEATER THAT
WORKS . MARK 868488.

*PERSON WANTED TO SHARE CENTRAL
READING FLAT, £103.50 PCM+BILLS+
RATES.TLEL.JAMES 595605.
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- A e Aao DAY THE StWTH STREET DOLE
OFRCE CCLUPATION ENDED .
* RED BAG fOLDING 4 DITRIBUTIIN Fieowm MmN
PHONE sSunvDAY  PERSON - VOLUN R !
- Jfi22 - BUTER, CYATHAM ST, AS WST WK
- PoUC — (1EDRLE HoTEL BRGRD ST, Epm. PAVING.
“JAZ2 - VICBRA ARNS, vlorwavmv\ gk et
« RAMBLE - INKeeS (REEN + TOKERS RN
2:30pm o MAPLEDURHAM RAYING AgUs.
“FILm - " EMERALD ToREST () AS 215t
- PogTRY REMDING—SHP —TREE AT NCON : WERDY
SMITH "BRILWANT W mTUY | TSAYS 'EEE.
- SouTH BERKSHIRE Mustc ceNTee ONCBRT ATSMP
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As Nick of the 'Discordians' states, absurdity does -S
threaten any organisation. But Nick does seem to have a
very limited view of what 'organisation' means. There is
nothing un-anarchist about getting organised. What Nick
describes as 'organisation' is the hierarchical management
of soctety — he seems to be unaware of the potential for
free,co-operative organisation that does not involve
compulsion and is for our mutual benefit.

Organisation - between and by ourselves - is necessary to
achieve maximum enjoyment of life, and indeed to sustain
life itself. Organisation is essential if you want food
to eat, clothes to wear, fuel to keep you warm in winter,
medical care when you are sick or injured, etc. There is
nothing un-anarchist about the effective organisation of
time and energy. Is it reactionary to expect a bus or
train to leave at the announced time rather than an hour
later or ap hour earlier? Naturally, no anarchist wants to
replace one set of rulers with another, that is why we
have to learn how to co-operate and organise effectively
without bosses.

With his idea of a society where "everyone has the same
"control' over everyone else', Nick reveals that his true
commitment 1s not to anarchist ideas but to J.S.M1ll type
liberal individualism. Most anarchists have little time
for this kind of sleazy tolerance — "I'll let you get away
with your scene if you'll let me get away with mine".
This 1s not anarchism. It is far too negative i.e. restr-
icting our freedom at the point where it bumps up against
other peoples freedom. Nick, for all his talk of anarchy,
18 expounding yet another philosophy for restricting
freedom. Anarchism is a positive philosophy for expanding
freedom - "What can we do to enhance and improve each
others pleasure and enjoyment of life?"

CDWAE;j
"Knnclg t AT -He PROGRES, (Mounvr
OFF CHRSTTHULRIH BD), 145 241 — 261
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"VEUGIE DINING — RO Eprmn on26™ —pesie PLEE
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- UWVE Mugic - (ANTIS) 4TS FENSAT ATPARANSE
CLUB, LONDON ST — MoN 24k (See getow)
“TARLE — PUNNVING CommTee 4 APR)L -

TS BeVERTT : SEQND EMOTION+THE (LIFF
HANGERS, €-LATE, £ uBus |2 wied

Nick seems to use the word ‘anarchy' quite freely but with
little understanding of what it means. As anarchism has
become the fastest growing and most active revolutionary
movement in Britain today 1t has inevitably become trendy
and others want to jump on the bandwagon. Witness how many
groups and individuals, from the plain confused to the
downright deranged, who hope to spice up their pathetic
political menus by slipping the word 'anarchist' in the - ¥&v

title somewhere. Amongst the latest arrivals on the
anarchy bandwagon are the 'Discordians', so it is worth a - ey -HouraoN QMEENf WHUK : SAISA |
 SHP-SWCH 14, PARK, ERACENEIL: B 48422

pause to look at their origins. Where does all this 'Hail
Eris', 'All Hail Discordia' baloney come from? Truth to .‘ng - PARSOXE ng' 2 LONDONS T
REXDING : Ted S76¢47

tell 1t all comes from a Sci Fi trilogy called 'Illuminatus’
produced in the States by a couple of ageing hippies in an

attempt to Keep themselves in a style to which they would EUA RDING CENTRE oR WNEMPLOYED,
like to become accustomed. As a bit of inconsequential EﬁSTSﬂ‘ Yt SA6629.

reading it is quite a fun dip into the 60"s underground
press 'conspiracy' myth bag (the hero sails around in a
yellow submarine.Geddit?) and its racy style and patron-—
izing sexism 1s not difficult to explain when you realise
that the authors were previously story writers for

'"Playboy’ magazine.
SOOSOSOSSSOOISIIISIOISISISISOSOS>IS>>S>>>>>

N o MARIC $6848E . LOT of Love !
Maxbe Axx

The 'Discordians' have adopted as truth what is, in fact,
a parody of all that is dippy in the Zzberfartan chic
milieu. Thankfully their revolutionary activity doesn't

seem to extend beyond writing further self-parodies in
'"Red Rag'.
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TUESDA\ 18TH MARCH-LABOUR PARTY YOG SOCIAL-
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